
What is …



What makes  
Kirchentag unique:

Everyone can play an  
active part.

The Kirchentag is a forum with 
a distinctive culture of open 
discussion and of making 
sure that people, politicians, 
academics, theologians and 
activists are involved in this.

It is about building One World, 
about questions of theology 
and spirituality.

We celebrate being in commu-
nity with large-scale acts of 
worship reaching out beyond 
boundaries. We celebrate a 
festival of faith and of social 
responsibility.

The Kirchentag is accessible 
to all. Inclusion plays a big 
role, as does also holding 
joint conversations with other 
religions.

Cultural events include music, 
dance, cabaret, theatre and 
much more. With more than 
700 cultural events, the 
Kirchentag is a diverse and 
colourful festival for all.



  

The Kirchentag movement is the same age as the 
German Federal Republic.  

Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff founded the German 
Protestant Kirchentag in 1949, together with other 
concerned people who were looking for a fresh start 
for Christian engagement with society following the 
experiences of the Nazi period.  It is independent 
and sees itself as a counterpart to the institutional 
church.
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*100,000

11 large city

100,000 people

20002000 events

5000 5000 brass band players

4000 
4000 confi rmation candidates

700 

220,000220,000 bread rolls

230,000230,000 bottles of water

teamwork: 
5000 stewards 

carrying out over 
1100 tasks

for allall are invited

alcohol free

40,00040,000 active contributors

4545 volunteer project groups

700 cultural events

A  F E S T I V A L  F O R  A L L

B E  P A R T  O F  A  C O M M U N I T Y

R E F L E C T I O N

P A U S E  F O R  Q U I E T

R E C H A R G E  B A T T E R I E S

P O L I T I C A L  D E B A T E S

C E L E B R A T I N G  T O G E T H E R

J O I N  I N  D I S C U S S I O N S  

G E T  S T U C K  I N  

C O N C E R T S

S O C I A L  P R O J E C T S

E X H I B I T I O N S

A R T  I N S T A L L A T I O N S

M U S I C

S I N G I N G  T O G E T H E R

B I B L E  S T U D I E S

P A S S I O N A T E  I N V O L V E M E N T

W O R K S H O P S

C R E A T I V E  I D E A S

L E C T U R E S

350350 services of worship

2019
in Dortmund

20212021
Ecumenical Kirchentag 

in Frankfurt/Main

P A R T Y 55 days

J O I N  I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N S

Cologne



E V E N I N G  O F  E N C O U N T E R S

P R O G R A M M E

S T E W A R D I N G  A N D  P A R T I C I P A T I N G

A C C E S S I B L E 
A N D  I N C L U S I V E

S E R V I C E

C E N T R E S

E N V I R O N M E N T

M A R K E T  O F  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

The Market of Opportunities is one of the 

biggest events for networking by civil society 

initiatives in Germany. This is a meeting place 
for those who want to get things moving! 

Without the “helpers” and stewards the 

Kirchentag would not be possible.  Around 

5000 people  help to supervise the flow 
of visitors, control the entrance points or 

oversee the collection of rubbish. Every 
second Kirchentag visitor is at the same 
time an active contributor – and thus part 
of the Kirchentag itself. 

A street festival with 200,000 people, 

including those from the whole local region 

representing their area. Culinary speciali-

ties, open air stages, cabaret. Everywhere 

there is music and a good atmosphere 

presenting the perfect introduction for five 
special days.  

The programme enables spiritual 

life, invigorates political dialogue, 

encourages faith and challenges indi-

vidual positions through discussion, 

encounter and worshipping together.

What about the over-6os generation – what 

are they looking for from society and what 

do they actually find? This question will be 
dealt with in the Centre on Ageing. The 

older people of today have no longer been 

‘old’ for some time now. Their expectations 

have changed – including what they expect 

of the church.

Kirchentag is there for everyone. 
Accessibility and inclusion are important 

aspects. All of the locations for events 

are barrier-free and accessible. Full 

participation is also made possible 

through the interpretation of speeches 

with sign language, along with induction 

loop installation and on-screen subtitles, 

as well as many events taking place in 

simple language

You’re in good hands: whether you need 

information, visitor guidance, security 

arrangements or accommodation – the 

Kirchentag gathers professional experts 

in all aspects of event management, 

working together under one umbrella. 

The German Protestant Kirchentag has 
a major objective: to be a zero-emission 

mega event.  This needs to involve all areas: 

from traffic control through logistics to 
the provision of food. The Kirchentag has 

been certified by EMAS  (Eco-Management 
and Audit Scheme). So it is that in each 
town the Kirchentag establishes a new 

environmental project and a wide-reaching 

thematic environmental programme. 

There is a place where the very youngest 

have a mini- Kirchentag of their own – and 

yet remain right in the middle of things. At 

the site for the Children’s Centre there will 

be spiritual, creative and exciting activities on 

offer, providing lots of fun. Other Centres will 

cover a range of topics such as Gender, Bible 

and Local Congregations, among other things.

The Youth Centre will be a multi-coloured potpourri 

of creativity and experiences. It will involve 

content-related and organisational participation.  

It will include accepting responsibility, involving 

conversations, reflection, discussion – and at the 
same time the chance simply to relax …

Every Kirchentag is marked by encounters 
and conversations between different cultures 
and religions: in the Centres for Jews and 

Christians, and for Muslims and Christians 

– as well as in the general coming together 

that is part of the Kirchentag. 

Focal areas relating to the Kirchentag content 
are brought together in Centres. The more 
varied the topics and the participants at 
Kirchentag may be,  the more varied also are 
the Centres.  For example: 
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Further information from: 

Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag  
Magdeburger Str. 59 
36037 Fulda  
Telephone +49 661 / 9 69 50 - 0  
info@kirchentag.de  
#kirchentag

It is all of these put together: the discus-
sions, the unique atmosphere, the bible 
studies and the worship, the concerts 
and creative ideas. It is people who 
make the Kirchentag happen in such a 
special way.  A forum that enables you 
to really get into current issues – on 
the spot and  directly with those who 
actually bear responsibility.  An arena 
that offers space for new ideas, for 
forward-thinking in all areas of life, that 
gives the opportunity to put challenging 
questions – and together draw mutual 
strength. 

You are warmly invited to join in, to get 

involved, to make a contribution and offer 
support.  We look forward to seeing you!

The next Kirchentags will be the German 

Protestant Kirchentag in Dortmund from 

19 – 23 June 2019 and the Ecumenical 

Kirchentag in Frankfurt/Main from  

12 – 16 May 2021. 


